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most prudent conduct is only to take care that it may pro-
duce no ill consequences of great importance, before there
may be an opportunity of reviewing it.

This maxim, my lords, is, in my opinion, strictly re-
garded in the present attempt, which in itself is an affair
of very great perplexity. The health and virtue of the
people are to be regarded on one part, and the continuance
of a very gainful and extensive manufacture on the other;
a manufacture by which only, or chiefly, the produce of
our own nation is employed; and on which, therefore, the
value of lands must very much depend.

Manufactures of this kind, my lords, ought never to be
violently or suddenly suppressed. If they are pernicious
to the nation in general, they are, at least, useful to a very
great part, and to some, who have no other employment,
necessary; and in the design of putting a stop to any de-
trimental trade, care is always to be taken that the incon-
venience exceed not the benefit, and time be allowed for
those that are engaged in it to withdraw to some other
business, and for the commodities that are consumed by it,
to be introduced at some other market, or directed to some
other use.

These cautions are in this bill very judiciously observed.
The trade, which all allow to administer supplies to de-
bauchery, and fuel to diseases, will, by the provisions in
this bill, sink away by degrees, and the health and virtue
of the people will be preserved or restored without mur-
murs or commotions.

We must consider, likewise, my lords, the necessity of
raising supplies, and the success with which they have
hitherto been raised upon the scheme which is now under
your consideration.

In examining the necessity of procuring supplies, I shall
not expatiate upon the present danger of the liberties of
all this part of the world; upon the distress of the house
of Austria, the necessity of preserving the balance of
power, or the apparent designs of the ancient and inces-
sant disturbers of mankind, topicks which have been on
former occasions sufficiently explained.
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